Stop Waiting

Start Writing!

8 STEPS TO

SELF PUBLISHING

1. WRITE
How long this step takes is up to you. Could be months or days, depending on your style of book
and what you’ve already done. If you have a hard time staying on track and finding time to write,
check out the free ‘The Write Times’ Planner Page on my website! My best advice is to make
time for writing every day, even if it's only ten minutes. Set a weekly goal of word count, and
keep yourself accountable. There are some great books on how to write faster if you worry that
you will need a few years to complete your manuscript. One last point: DONE is better than
PERFECT. Your book will never be perfect, you will never please everyone and YOU will be your
toughest critic. Focus on finishing, not perfection.

2. EDIT
This is a crucial step, one often overlooked (or done poorly) by self-publishers, and it's the
number one reason self-published books get a bad reputation. If you have ZERO money, ask
some beta readers to edit for you. For your first book, your beta readers might be your mom,
sister, and your best friend. Thanks okay! (Calling them 'beta readers' sounds more impressive.)
Let them read and make suggestions, and let some time go by before you go back and look
through it again yourself. Distance can be great for spotting little mistakes that you overlook
when you're so close to it. A free Chrome extension such as Grammarly will catch grammar and
spelling mistakes as well and can be a useful tool.
If you have a few hundred dollars to spend on this, ask in some writing FB groups for a good
recommendation of an editor.
It is commonly understood that a good story is more important than a perfectly edited book, but
that doesn't absolve you from doing your very best to make sure there are no avoidable
mistakes!
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3. COVER
You work really hard to create your book. You put time, thought, energy and maybe money into
creating your bookís contents. The inside matters most, right? The truth is that we do judge a
book by its cover. It's important to put a lot of attention into your book's cover. After all, the
stronger your cover is, the more book sales you'll have.
And yes, the inside matters too but to get to the good stuff, you have to motivate people to buy
first. So what do you want to consider when making your book cover?
What Is Your Genre?
Different genres have different cover styles. For example, a mystery book cover looks a lot
different than a self-help book cover. A text book cover looks different than a coaching manual.
So while you do want your book cover to stand out and grab attention, it also needs to fit within
your desired genre. You want your readers to recognize that your book fits into their genre and
you want it to match their expectations.
Should You Create It Yourself?
You can create your own book cover. There are certainly enough tools, stock photo sites, and
tutorials to help you create a cover. In fact, some technologies make it look quite easy. However,
you also want to consider your own graphic design skills. If you don't have a keen sense of
design or an artistic background, then you may want to hire a designer.
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3. COVER
Here's the great thing: you can find a top quality designer to create your book cover for a
relatively low fee. Yes, you have to pay money but in return, you'll get a professional quality book
cover. This matters. If you want people to trust what is inside, the outside needs to be
professional quality. The cover is often the last step before launching. Make sure that your cover
fits your audience's expectations, grabs attention, and has professional quality and design.
Bonus TIp If you are choosy and careful, you can find a great designer/artist on Fiverr.com!

4. APPLY FOR ISBN
Apply for an ISBN for free in Canada at https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/services/isbncanada/Pages/isbn-canada.aspx
and in the United States at http://www.bowker.com/products/ISBN-US.html.
You will have the option of applying for one at a time or a pack of 10. Unless you are SURE this
will be your only book, I recommend getting the pack, as it will save time later.
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5. WRITE THE ABOUT THE AUTHOR BLURB
Be interesting! Be informative and truthful, but please don't recant your entire life history. Sadly,
people just don't care. You want to make them feel like they KNOW you after reading the blurb
because of your voice and the personal elements, not the myriad of details. Write what you love
about where you live now, not where you grew up. About your purpose in life now, not what you
always wanted to be when you grew up. Be specific, your readers will appreciate it.

6. WRITE THE BOOK BLURB
A common mistake is for new authors to want to describe the majority of the book in the blurb.
Please don't! (Ever see a movie trailer and think, "Well, I don't need to pay money to see that,
now!") Use short, interesting sentences that will capture your reader's attention and make them
want to read more. Ask questions, use hooks, get punchy. (in a good way!) People are skimmers
by nature, and they won't read a large amount of text.
Use short sentences.
Get their attention!
No walls of text.
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7. UPLOAD YOUR FILES TO
CREATESPACE.COM
First, make an account. Second, input all your info (ISBN, title, etc). Third, make sure your
document is in the correct format. Createspace has downloadable templates you can use
based on the book dimension you plan to make. This is a very handy tool! The first time
you do it, I'd recommend using the completed template, so that you can see what the title
page, dedication page etc. should look like. Save your document as a pdf and then it is
ready to upload. Createspace has a tool to see what your book will look like when printed.
DO. THIS. (trust me, don't skip this step!) After you submit your files they will review it and
let you know if everything looks okay within 24 hours. Don't be discouraged if something
isn't quite right and it comes back needing an adjustment! This is common and is a part of
the process.

8. SELL YOUR BOOK!
Make use of different social media channels, Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Follow
other authors and see what they do, and copy what you see if you like how they run their
accounts. Social Media is all about being SOCIAL, you don't go there to hard sell to people
you don't know, but to be social. You create relationships and connections and the sales
will come. Also, don’t forget about your solid fan base - your friends and family. Everyone
wants you to succeed, so don’t be afraid to share your stories with them, and ask them to
share your info. People are generally very happy to help if you tell them how.
Bonus Tip! Make sure to publish your book as an e-book and run Amazon ads to your
work. This is a wonderful tool to sell your books!
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